2015 - 2016

Annual Report
Calgary Institute for the Humanities
Faculty of Arts

TABLE OF CONTENTS

HIGHLIGHTS
OVERVIEW
1. Fellows
1.2 Annual Fellows
1.3 Visiting Fellows
1.4 Postdoctoral Fellows
1.5 Frances Spratt Doctoral Fellow
2. Events
2.1 Annual Fellows Lecture Series
2.2 Visiting Fellows Lectures
2.3 Seasonal Festivals Celebration
2.4 Dante Lectures
2.5 Other Events
3. Annual Community Seminar
4. Co-Sponsored Events at Congress 2016
5. Research Plan
6. Working Groups
7. Advisory Council
8. Executive Council
Appendix A. “Calgary: City of Animals” program
Appendix B. “Another Tea at the Empress” brochure
Appendix C. “Is Oil a Dirty Word?” Program
Appendix D. Research Plan
Appendix E. Visual Research Working Group Report
Appendix F. Émigré Working Group Report

2015-2016 Annual Report | CALGARY INSTITUTE FOR THE HUMANITIES

ANNUAL REPORT | JULY 2015 TO JUNE 2016

HIGHLIGHTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

14 public lectures
10 fellows, including 4 visiting fellows
Sold-out Annual Community Seminar
Completely redeveloped website
New community building strategy, including Newsletters
Three-year strategic Research Plan
Interdisciplinary Working Groups pilot project
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OVERVIEW
In the 2015-2016 academic year, the Calgary Institute for the Humanities continued its mission of
supporting and promoting humanities research both at the University of Calgary and in the broader
communities the university serves. The CIH is proud to play a role in supporting the University of
Calgary’s Eyes High initiatives. As an Institute that brings together a diverse range of scholars from
across the university, the CIH is a key site for building and sustaining interdisciplinary conversation and
research alliances. In hosting visiting scholars from the U.S., the U.K., New Zealand, Poland, and Italy,
the CIH supports the University’s Internationalization eﬀorts. The Institute has also been a pioneer in
Knowledge Engagement, particularly through its Annual Community Seminar, as well as through its
lectures series, community events, and digital research portfolios. Further, we have developed a threeyear research plan in response to and support of one the University’s key strategic research directions,
“Human Dynamics in a Changing World: Smart and secure cities, societies and cultures” (see item 5 in
this document).
In terms of personnel, the past year has seen much change and renewal. Jim Ellis (English) began a ﬁveyear term as Director, taking over from Acting Director Susan Bennett. Caroline Loewen assumed
Denise Hamel’s position as Coordinator. The Executive Committee welcomed Richard Zach (Philosophy)
and Noreen Humble (Classics and Religion), and the Advisory Council was strengthened by the addition
of Governor General’s Award-winning critic Nancy Tousley, JoAnn McCaig (Shelf Life Books), and Bill
Ptacek (CEO, Calgary Public Library).

At the heart of the Institute are its fellows, and this year saw an unusually high number of scholars in
residence. We hosted:
•
•

three annual fellows
two postdoctoral fellows

•

the Spratt Doctoral fellow, and

•

four visiting fellows.

These scholars were pursuing a diverse range of topics that exemplify some of the most exciting
directions in humanities scholarship, looking at topics such as:
•
•

piracy and nationalism in the seventeenth century;
propaganda in the internet age;

•

the politics of the hijab in Quebec;

•
•
•

medical experimentation under the Nazis;
the status of luck in moral thinking; and
cinema in post-Communist Europe.
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The Fellows Lecture Series demonstrated a similar range of topics: the fate of nuclear testing facilities in
Kazakhstan; gender parity in parliamentary democracies; and the career of the twentieth century’s most
important, least known philosopher, Rudolf Carnap.
Other events hosted by the Institute included talks on goddess worship in India; the aesthetics of home
movies; the intellectual and cultural backgrounds to Dante’s Divine Comedy; and an Ernst Lubitsch ﬁlm
made at Lake Louise in the 1920s. The CIH has vigorously promoted these public lectures, drawing
increasingly large audiences that include faculty, staﬀ, students and oﬀ-campus Community members.
To continue to build this audience, the CIH has completely overhauled our website, and published a
newsletter each semester.
Our Annual Community Seminar, held on April 29, drew a capacity crowd to the Kahanoﬀ Centre for a
day-long session of engaged public scholarship. This year’s seminar looked at how animals have shaped
the past and present of Calgary, and explored the possibilities for the mutual co-thriving of human and
non-human animals in the city. Speakers from the disciplines of history, geography and animal studies
were joined by representatives from a number of Calgary institutions including the Zoo, the Stampede,
and Calgary Parks Department. The results of the lively and engaged discussions will be captured in an
online digital research portfolio posted on our website, as well as in a printed book.
To further promote interdisciplinary inquiry and collaboration, we ran a pilot project to fund three
working groups. Each group was facilitated by two researchers from diﬀerent departments, who
brought together faculty, postdoctoral fellows and graduate students. These groups worked to build
research connections across disciplines and to explore interdisciplinary topics. In addition to the
meetings themselves, the funds supported the research of a post-doctoral fellow, lectures on the
Holocaust and a public art project in Philadelphia, and a CIHR Project Grant application. We hope to
continue this successful experiment in the coming years.
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1.

FELLOWS

The Institute hosted 10 fellows this year, including 4 visiting fellows, 3 annual fellows, 2 postdoctoral
fellows and 1 graduate fellow.
1.1

Annual Fellows

CHERYL DUECK, Department of Linguistics, Languages and Cultures
National Pasts, Transnational Presence: Post-Communist Cinemas of Central Europe
This project seeks to gain understanding of the cinematic response to post-communist transition in
Central Europe, where both the means of ﬁlm production and the thematic content of ﬁlms have been
aﬀected by the societal rupture since the collapse of socialism in 1989-90. I will make the case that there
has been a shift from the national to the transnational in cultural identity and memory in cinema of the
region, as precipitated by the dismantling of nationalized ﬁlm production, the rise of funding bodies
developed to foster pan-European cultural policy and European identity, and the necessity of audiences
from multiple nations and cultures. In 2015, I will engage with local elements of the transnational
audience, namely Central European diaspora communities in Calgary, through public screenings and
panel discussions. I will analyze 1) remembrance and national myths on screen (Hungarian Uprising,
Prague Spring, Solidarnosc and the Fall of the Berlin Wall), and 2) the artistic decisions that serve to
make ﬁlm stories of the secret police in socialist countries appealing to varied cultural audiences.
ISHTIYAQUE HAJI, Department of Philosophy
Luck’s Inﬂuence on Obligation and Responsibility
Something is a matter of luck if it is beyond our control. My fundamental objective is to develop the
view that luck signiﬁcantly aﬀects the breadth both of what is morally obligatory for us and conduct for
which we are morally responsible. I ﬁrst show that owing to luck, we frequently lack alternatives – we
can do no other than what we in fact do. Since alternatives are required for obligation, luck undermines
or restricts obligation. I then use this result, together with principles that link responsibility and
obligation, to derive the further skeptical conclusion that the range for what we are morally responsible
for is curtailed.
ELIZABETH ROHLMAN, Department of Classics and Religion
Telling the Stories of Geography: Compositional Process, Narrative Design, and Communal Identity in the
Sarasvatī Purāņa
The Sanskrit purāņas are remarkably inter-textual in their composition, engaging myriad texts and
genres from the canon of classical Indic literature. Stories are told and re-told in a variety of contexts. In
their retelling, they are re-interpreted through a process of narrative textual commentary. This project is
the ﬁnal phase of a monograph on the Sarasvatī Purāņa, a regional text composed in the western Indian
region of Gujarat between the 12th and 15th centuries, which resulted in two distinct and theologically
opposed recensions. Focusing on the intertextual, this project seeks insight into the compositional
process through which the Sarasvatī Purāņa manufactured its own textual and religious authority. While
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this investigation will not reveal a single, human author of the Sarasvatī Purāņa, it will illuminate the
human presence that guided the text’s continual re-creation.
1.2

Frances Spratt Graduate Fellow

MARK HARDING, Department of Political Science
Debating Dialogue: Judicial Review and Elected Responses in Commonwealth Regimes
Within liberal democracies, bills of rights have become the prominent mechanism for rights protection.
However, there are many diﬀerent models of bills of rights, the merits of which are subject to debate.
My research concerns the extent of “inter-institutional dialogue” between courts and legislatures in
Canada, the United Kingdom, and New Zealand in order to provide empirical evidence for how diﬀerent
models of rights protection aﬀect democratic governance. My dissertation assesses the relationship of
the formal structure of rights protection to the reality of policy dialogue within each case country. I
analyze how judicial power grows in a manner currently overlooked within the literature. In each case
country, the judiciary uses the bill of rights to revise other areas of law. This takes place when the bill of
rights is used to update common law rules and to re-interpret statutes. This process raises questions
about the appropriate division of labour between courts and legislatures.
1.3

Postdoctoral Fellows

ALEKSANDRA LOEWENAU, Community Health Sciences
The Impact of Nazi Medical Experiments on Polish Inmates at Dachau, Auschwitz and Ravensbrück
MATTHEW ORAM, Community Health Sciences
The Trials of Psychedelic Therapy: LSD Psychotherapy in the United States, 1949-1976
1.4

Visiting Fellows

FABIO LOPEZ LAZARO, Associate Professor, History Department, University of Hawaii
June 2015 to August 2015
While at the Institute, Lopez Lazaro was able to pursue research into several interrelated projects,
including his latest book manuscript, tentatively entitled Incorporated Communities: The Medieval
Origins of the Modern World, and two articles investigating the relationship between early modern
piracy, imperialism, and global capitalism.
ERIC SAVOY, Associate Professor, Comparative Literature, Université de Montréal
October 2015
CARLO ILLUMINATI, University of Rome Tor Vergata
March 2016
Carlo Illuminati was a Visiting Fellow from the Department of Literary and Philosophical Studies and Art
History at the University of Roma “Tor Vergata”. He is currently working on a book on the topic:
Cunning, Seduction, Hypocrisy and Betrayal in Biblical and Literary Tradition from the Ancients to Dante.
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PETER BUSCH, Senior Lecturer, Department of War Studies, King’s College London
January 2016 to June 2016
His academic background is in journalism and international history, with a PhD from the London School
of Economics and Masters degrees in Journalism (University of Dortmund, Germany) and International
History (LSE). Before joining the KCL in 2004, he was Senior Broadcast Journalist in the news and current
aﬀairs department of Germany’s public television station, ZDF. During his career in journalism he also
taught at the Free University of Berlin, the University of Erfurt and the University of Hanover.
His current research focuses on the role of social media in war reporting. He is also interested in
propaganda and strategic communication, particularly from a historical perspective. In this context, he
has been working with the Imperial War Museum on projects related to their large collection of
international radio broadcast transcripts produced by BBC Monitoring during the Cold War.
While at the CIH, Busch is working on a book project titled, Propaganda Then and Now: War, Terrorism
and Global Conﬂict in Old and New Media. The book explores the role of propaganda in conﬂicts from
the First World War to the Islamic State.
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2.

EVENTS

The Institute hosted or co-sponsored 14 events this year with a total attendance of 408 people.
2.1

Annual Fellows Lecture Series

November 24, 2015: Getting a Seat at the Table: The Gendered Rules and Norms of Cabinet
Appointments Around the World, Susan Franceschet (2014/15 Annual Fellow)
Attendance: 36
Cabinets are at the pinnacle of policymaking and political processes. As such, cabinet appointments are
valuable political prizes. Yet at the beginning of 2015, women held just 17% of ministerial posts around
the world. What explains men’s over-representation among cabinet ministers? This presentation
explores how the process of selecting cabinet ministers is gendered in ways that create diﬀerent
opportunities for men and women to be recruited into cabinet. The presentation draws on research into
the written and unwritten rules of cabinet recruitment in both presidential and parliamentary
democracies, including Australia, Canada, Chile, Germany, Spain, and the United Kingdom.
February 23, 2016: Rudolf Carnap and the Logic of Tolerance, Richard Zach (2013/14 Annual Fellow)
Attendance: 31
Rudolf Carnap (1891-1970) was one of the leading philosophers of the twentieth century. He was
certainly the most important member of the Vienna Circle school of logical empiricism, and exerted a
signiﬁcant inﬂuence on leading English-speaking philosophers. He made important contributions to
logic, philosophy of science, epistemology, philosophy of language, and the foundations of probability.
However, Carnap’s work is widely scattered and often technical, which makes painting a comprehensive
picture of his thought diﬃcult. Interest in Carnap has, however, surged in the last decade or so.
March 30, 2016: Atom and Cosmos EXPOsed: Cold War and “Future Energy” in Kazakhstan, Saulesh
Yessenova (2014/15 Annual Fellow)
Attendance: 32
This inquiry focuses on the renewal of the atomic and space industries in Kazakhstan. Upon the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the country inherited signiﬁcant amounts of infrastructure from the nuclear arms
race, including the former Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site (the Polygon) and the Baikonur Cosmodrome.
I address the refashioning of the former Soviet military facilities in re-sponse to more recent Western
concerns with climate change and energy security, while paying close attention to the social life of
hegemonic concerns in what is commonly seen as the periphery of global development. For this
purpose, I examine the transformation of the Polygon and the Cosmodrome along with the rest of the
buildup that Kazakhstan is creating for the EXPO to be held in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan, in 2017,
against the tainted legacy of the historical arms race that caused public health and environmental
catastrophes in Kazakhstan.
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2.2

Visiting Fellows Lecture Series

August 30, 2016: Title: Nationitis? Analytical Imprecisions in Mercantilism, Adam Smith's Wealth of
Nations, and the Current International Culture of Capitalism, Fabio López Lázaro, University of Hawaii
Attendance: 12
One of the key imprecisions of today's international culture of modern capitalism and of its precursor
and originator, the early modern economic and political system known as mercantilism, arises from the
comparative analysis of human wealth and poverty in terms of nations or nation-states. In this talk I
argue that this imprecision began with the founding of the ﬁrst mercantilist trans-maritime jurisdiction
(the so-called "Spanish Empire" invented as a legal institution in 1503), reached maturity in the antimercantilist discourse of Adam Smith's 1776 "Wealth of Nations," and ﬁnally culminated in our
current international capitalistic culture of national competitiveness. Mapping this phenomenon of
"nationitis" reveals a close relationship between what has been called capitalism, the rise of
philosophies of political economy (both mercantilist and anti-mercantilist), and the historiographical
endeavour commonly known as comparative world history.
October 13, 2015: After Derrida: The Archive and Reparative Reading, Eric Savoy, Université de Montréal
Attendance: 29
Twenty years ago, Jacques Derrida’s Mal d’archive: une impression freudienne reconﬁgured the
deconstructive project in relation to identity politics. Derrida approached the archive not, or not
primarily, as the institutional collection of historical documents and artifacts, but rather as the dispositif
that constructs totalizing ﬁctions of national identity on the basis of mythical origins, or unlocatable
primal scenes. At once a deconstruction of the temporality of historical origins and an exploration of the
malaise that interlines all questions of belonging, Derrida’s model of the archive oﬀers a certain
analytical purchase upon the incendiary debates over citizenship in Québec: the proposed ‘secular
charter’ of 2014, and the polarizing instrumentality of the niqab in the current federal election
campaign. In particular, it exposes the indeterminacies that subtend Québec’ national symbolic: how,
then, might the referents of je me souviens be mapped as archive – as necessary as they are
problematic? More recently, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick articulated the dangers of what she terms ‘strong
theory,’ which she understands as essentially paranoid: Derrida’s archive and Sedgwick’s concerns
intersect, uncomfortably, in the temporal matrix of futurity, which cannot be other than anxious,
suspended in grammatical time between the conditional and the subjunctive. Is Sedgwick justiﬁed in
proposing a countervailing recourse to ‘reparative reading?’ What might the reparative look like?
April 12, 2016: Propaganda Then and Now, Peter Busch, King’s College London
Attendance: 35
Busch’s current research focuses on the role of social media in war reporting. He is also interested in
propaganda and strategic communication, particularly from a historical perspective. In this context, he
has been working with the Imperial War Museum on projects related to their large collection of
international radio broadcast transcripts produced by BBC Monitoring during the Cold War.
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While at the CIH, Busch is working on a book project titled, Propaganda Then and Now: War, Terrorism
and Global Conﬂict in Old and New Media. The book explores the role of propaganda in conﬂicts from
the First World War to the Islamic State.
2.3

Seasonal Festivals Celebration

December 17, 2016: The Nine Nights of the Goddess: Celebrating Navaratri Across India, Elizabeth
Rohlman (Current Annual Fellow)
Attendance: 29
2.4

Dante Lectures

March 9, 2016: Castle, Cathedral, and Square: The conﬂict between Church and Empire in the High
Middle Ages, Carlo Illuminati, University of Rome Tor Vergata
Attendance: 39
March 16, 2016: Dante’s Divine Comedy, the Great Poem of Christian Europe: The Vision of the Cosmos
and the Structure of Hell and Purgatory, Carlo Illuminati, University of Rome Tor Vergata
Attendance: 45
March 23, 2016: The Devil’s Body and the Soul of the Christian: The Snake and the Metamorphosis of the
Devil in Medieval Europe, Carlo Illuminati, University of Rome Tor Vergata
Attendance: 46

2.5

Other Events

October 10, 2016: Home Movie Day, Charles Tepperman (Associate, Professor, Communications, Media
and Film)
Attendance: 31
A launch of Charles Tepperman’s book Amateur Cinema 1923-1960: The Rise of North American
Moviemaking and Screenings of Another Day (Leslie Thatcher, 1934) and a sampling of vintage amateur
ﬁlms. Hosted by Shelf Life Books (1302 4 Street SW).
March 18, 2016: Philly Block Project: A New Model for Community Participation in the Arts, Lori
Waselchuk, project Coordinator, Philly Block Project, Philadelphia Photo Arts Centre
Attendance: 12
April 1, 2016: Filmed in Alberta, Mary Graham, Stoney Film Project and Alberta Film History Author
A screening of Ernst Lubitsch’s Eternal Love ﬁlmed on the Victoria Glacier at Lake Louise in 1929. Mary
Graham will introduce the ﬁlm and contextualize its production within the longer history of location
ﬁlming in Alberta in the 1920s. Graham will discuss how this period of ﬁlming laid the groundwork for
Alberta`s modern day industry.
Attendance: 15
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April 20, 2016: Giving a Face to Faceless Victims: Proﬁles of Disabled Victims of the Nazi ‘Euthanasia’
Program, Patricia Heberer Rice, Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United States Holocaust
memorial Museum, Washington
Attendance: 16
From October 1939 until the ﬁnal days of World War II, the “euthanasia” (T4) program and its corollary
operations claimed the lives of an estimated 200,000 disabled patients residing in institutional settings
throughout Germany and in certain regions of German-occupied Europe. Who were the victims of Nazi
“euthanasia” policy? Until recently, relatively little research has attempted to reconstruct the lives and
fates of T4 victims. Scholarly preoccupation with the over-arching killing apparatus has helped to
overshadow the individual identities of these individuals. Lack of adequate documentation has
heretofore presented a major obstacle: many patient ﬁles have been lost or destroyed, while German
privacy laws have ensured that the bulk of these records remained inaccessible to researchers. Utilizing
patient ﬁles from the Bezirkskrankenhaus Kaufbeuren, formerly a notorious “euthanasia” facility near
Augsburg, this presentation will oﬀer a much-needed perspective to a ﬁeld in which the analysis of
process and perpetrator often precludes important questions about the victims themselves. For
example, from what economic, educational, and social backgrounds did these persons stem? Which
kind of illnesses and conditions most often warranted inclusion in the killing operation? Did a patient’s
age, gender, or behavior determine whether that individual lived or died? Why did the “end phase” of
the “euthanasia” program witness an increase in instances in mortality of victim who had little or no
pathology, a phenomenon documented in anecdotal evidence at a number of T4 institutions? This
paper will examine these issues, attempting to construct a patient composite for victims murdered in
“euthanasia’s” second killing phase (1942-1945), as represented by the example of Kaufbeuren. An
exploration of the comprehensive, yet compact, Kaufbeuren patient-ﬁle collection also oﬀers us
illustrative case studies which document the lives and deaths of patients at the facility.
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3.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY SEMINAR

The 37th Annual Community Seminar of the Calgary Institute for the Humanities was held on April 29,
2016, at the Kahanoﬀ Centre, with a large and enthusiastic group of 65 community members and
stakeholders in attendance. The CIH is Canada’s oldest Humanities Institute, and a pioneer in
knowledge engagement and publically engaged scholarship. The theme of this year’s seminar, “Calgary:
City of Animals,” brought three experts from diﬀerent ﬁelds to discuss with Calgarians the role that
animals have played in shaping the city, the kinds of animals that currently live among us, and the
possibilities for our future co-existence.
The moderator for the day’s events was Ken Lima-Coelho, VP Marketing and Communications, YMCA,
and proud U of C alumnus. Participants were welcomed by Dr. Richard Sigurdson, Dean of the Faculty of
Arts, who brought greetings from President Elizabeth Canon. In the morning session, Dr. Sean Kheraj
(History, York U) spoke of the role played by livestock animals in nineteenth-century Canadian cities; Dr.
Shelley Alexander (Geography, U of Calgary), challenged many of the myths around urban coyotes, and
addressed some of the diﬃculties that arise when trying to coexist with wild animals; and Dr. Susan
Nance (History, Guelph) talked about the role of animals in the early years of the Calgary Stampede, and
in particular, in the invention of the “post-equine horse,” the bucking bronc.
At lunch those in attendance were tasked with discussing questions posed by the morning’s speakers:
“Should Canadians be allowed to practice animal husbandry in the city?”; “Knowing that animals are
integral to maintaining biodiversity in Calgary, how do wild animals and humans co-ﬂourish?”; “What
kinds of working animals are there in the city, and how do they make urban living possible today?”
The lunchtime conversations beneﬁtted tremendously by the diversity of experience around the tables.
Among the institutions represented were the University of Calgary, Mount Royal University, and the
Alberta College of Art and Design; the Calgary Wildlife Rehabilitation Society; City of Calgary Parks
Department; Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society; Friends of Nose Hill Society; Ann & Sandy Cross
Conservation Area; Calgary River Valleys; the Calgary Zoo; and the Calgary Stampede. Community
members included artists, writers, academics, ranchers, farmers, birders, and a backyard chicken
enthusiast.
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4.

CO-SPONSORED EVENTS AT CONGRESS 2016

Another Tea at the Empress - Taking action: Contesting the institutional colonial agendas in the
formal/nonformal curricula
Saturday, May 28, 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Comparative and International Education Society of Canada Preconference Symposia co-sponsored by
the Calgary Institute for the Humanities
The CIESC Preconference oﬀers a golden opportunity to bridge the traditional gaps between town and
gown. By collaborating with key players in several communities, the day’s events include: (i) a morning
session concentrating on First Nations Issues; (ii) a luncheon; (iii) an afternoon session exploring
immigrant integration issues; (iv) the day concludes with a two part event: Part 1 - Closing experiences
with a plenary and open mic; Part 2 - A cultural event with live music, poetry and prose readings, and
conversation.
US-THEM-US: Artists and Social Justice
Opening Reception and Panel Discussion, Friday, May 27, 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Us-Them-Us interrogates the ways that both individual and collective identities are created, reproduced,
enforced, and discarded through the social contract and oppressive institutional structures.
Exhibiting Artists: Dick Averns, Kim Huynh, Jean René Leblanc, Steven Nunoda, Kevin Mellis, Marzieh
Mosavarzadeh, Rachel Thomas
Curated by Jennifer Eiserman and students from ART311.03
Is Oil a Dirty Word? Stories from the Humanities
Sunday, May 29, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, followed by a cocktail reception.
Theatre Junction Grand, Studio
Co-sponsored by the Canadian Historical Association, the Calgary Institute for the Humanities, and
Petra Dolata, CRC in Energy History, University of Calgary
This community event takes a quote from Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall as a starting point to discuss
the many meanings of oil for people living in Calgary and Alberta. In July 2015 Wall insisted “oil is not a
dirty word” nor a “four letter word.” Rather than agreeing with or contesting these contentions scholars
and practitioners from the humanities will share stories of the many meanings of oil and take apart
accepted understandings in order to engage the public in a more reﬂective and critical discussion of oil
in today’s society, especially in Calgary. Chris Turner, one of Canada’s leading thinkers on sustainability,
will moderate a panel of artists, activists, and academics.
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5.

RESEARCH PLAN

Through a linked series of projects, the CIH will bring together scholars, artists, and community
members to expand our understanding of the nature of the city itself. These three linked projects draw
on the CIH’s expertise with engaging and supporting interdisciplinary research methods, communitybased research and knowledge engagement, and creative practice as research. The projects build on the
CIH’s long history of addressing questions of vital interest to the city of Calgary, including our conference
in 2005, “What is a City?,” our community seminars that have explored topics related to past, present
and future of the city, and our involvement with the Calgary community-based Urban Alliance.
Three-Year Strategic Research Plan attached (Appendix D)
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6.

WORKING GROUPS

The Institute funded three working groups in the 2015/16 academic year.
CREATIVE RESEARCH
Creative research is an umbrella term that distinguishes two primary areas of activity from scholarly
research that takes artistic practices as its subject matter (art history, textual studies of drama, music
criticism, etc.): 1. art-based research that involves the methodological use of artistic media to research
or to represent social experience (Boal’s theatre of the oppressed, applications of Photovoice, digital
storytelling, or ethnodrama that creates visibility and voice for disenfranchised communities); 2.
practice-based research that involves knowledge generation by artist researchers grounded in the
experience and processes of their creative work (advancing creative practices through new media,
technologies or materials, or providing insight into aspects of the creative process).
Convenors:
Bruce Barton, Director, School of Creative and Performing Arts
Brian Rusted, Department Head, Department of Art
VISUAL RESEARCH
Visual research is a growing interdisciplinary movement across the social sciences, arts and humanities,
and applied health and human service disciplines. Visual research takes diﬀerent forms, for example,
photographs or ﬁlms created by researchers/artists or research participants, or research that utilizes
archival and found images. Images may be used as intermediary data or conversational aids in interview
research – but also, and increasingly, still and moving images are considered the research itself. Rather
than illustrate research ﬁndings, images are used in presentations, publications and exhibitions, and
valued for their expressive as well as informational qualities. Visual research recognizes the unique
contributions that images can make to knowledge production. In this research arena sharp boundaries
between art, literature and science are deliberately blurred in search of new forms of exploration and
knowledge. Full report attached (Appendix E).
Convenors:
Liza McCoy, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology
Dona Schwartz, Associate Professor, Department of Art
THE FORCED-MIGRATION OF GERMAN-SPEAKING NEUROSCIENTISTS AND BIOMEDICAL RESEARCHERS,
1933-1989
No other single migratory event in modern global history has shaped today’s landscape, practice, and
system in the neurosciences and the biomedical life sciences as the large-scale forced-migration of
approximately 3,000 oppositional scientists and 6,000 physicians and health care researchers — among
them approximately 600 in psychiatry and neurology — during the rise of Fascism in Europe starting in
the 1920s that resulted in the Nazi regime up to the mid-1940s (Weindling, 1996). A critical and rigorous
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socio-historical and cultural exploration of the impact of this forced migration on all levels of science and
postsecondary research and education in the United Kingdom and North America has yet to be
conducted. This research project looks at one of the most powerful interdisciplinary areas of the
empirical and natural sciences, being the lived experiences of the scientists and their subjective
identities as they sought support and help from international colleagues. When many of these displaced
scholars successfully emigrated out of Europe, their lives changed dramatically as they struggled to be
accepted into foreign societies and academic cultures, but eventually made lasting and integral changes
in the eﬃcacy and power of scientiﬁc and indeed humanistic academic and intellectual worlds, including
in Canada. By examining the history of these scientists and professors, we challenge pre-conceived
interdisciplinary notions of the nature of research, teaching, and intellectualism, and the acceptance or
non-acceptance of diﬀerence and diversity, and hegemonic thought, in the historical and modern
university campus, classrooms, and laboratories. Full report attached (Appendix F).
Convenors:
Frank Stahnisch, Associate Professor, Community Health Sciences
Paul Stortz, Associate Professor, Department of History
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7.

ADVISORY COUNCIL

New members in blue | Retired members in grey
Bill Dickson, Chair – term ending August 2017
Fran Jamison – term ending July 2016
Murray Laverty – term renewed to January 2019
Judy MacLachlan - term renewed to January 2019
JoAnn McCaig – term ending September 2018
Bill Ptacek – term ending August 2019
Valerie Seaman – term ending June 2016
Nancy Tousley – term ending September 2018
Rod Wade - term renewed to January 2019
Lynn Willoughby – term ended January 2016

8.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

New members in blue | Retired members in grey
Susan Bennett (English) – term ended December 31, 2015
Francesca Cadel (French, Italian and Spanish)
Jim Ellis (English)
Noreen Humble (Classics and Religion) – term began September 2015
Nancy Janovicek (History)
Graham Livesey (EVDS)
Frank Stahnisch (Community Health Sciences, History)
Richard Zach (Philosophy) – term began January 2016
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FACULTY OF ARTS
Calgary Institute for the Humanities
BI-588, 2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB, Canada T2N 1N4
arts.ucalgary.ca

The Calgary Institute for the Humanities and the Faculty of Arts
At the University of Calgary
Present the 37th Annual Community Forum

CALGARY: CITY OF ANIMALS
Friday, April 29
Kahanoff Conference Centre
105 - 12th Avenue SE, Suite 200, Calgary
PROGRAM
9:00 a.m.

Check in and refreshments

9:30 - 9:50 a.m.

Opening remarks:
Jim Ellis, Director of the Calgary Institute for the Humanities
Welcome:
Richard Sigurdson, Dean of the Faculty of Arts
Introduction:
Ken Lima-Coelho, Vice President, Marketing and Communications, YMCA Calgary

9:50 - 10:25 a.m.

Sean Kheraj:
How Canadians Regulated Domestic Livestock Animals in Nineteenth-Century Cities

10:25 - 10:40 a.m.

Break

10:40 - 11:15 a.m.

Shelley Alexander:
Silence of the Song Dogs?

11:15 - 11:50 a.m.

Susan Nance:
Outlaw Horses and the Spirit of Calgary

11:50 - 12:00 a.m.

Ken Lima-Coelho – response and details of the plan for the afternoon

2

12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

Lunch
► ‘Round Table’ discussion groups to respond to the morning’s talks and to the
specific question found on the table
► Facilitators from each table’s discussion group coordinate a response to the
speakers

1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Panelists respond back to questions and observations from table discussion groups,
moderated by Ken Lima-Coelho

2:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Open discussion – what have we learned?

3:00 p.m.

End of Forum – wrap up

PANELIST BIOS:
SHELLEY ALEXANDER is Associate Professor in the Department of Geography at the University of Calgary. She
leads the Canid Conservation Science Lab, has conducted field-based and GIS analysis of large carnivore ecology
(specializing in wolves and coyotes) and studied human-wildlife conflict and mitigation in the Canadian Rockies
since 1990. In 2005, Shelley launched The Calgary Coyote Project, studying regional urban and rural coyote
ecology and human-coyote conflicts across Canada. The Foothills Coyote Initiative (2014--), funded by SSHRC,
now encompasses Calgary and the foothills parkland natural region surrounding the city, and seeks to
understand human-coyote relationships.
SEAN KHERAJ is Associate Professor of Canadian and environmental history in the Department of History at
York University in Toronto, Ontario. He is also a co-editor of niche-canada.org where he hosts and produces
Nature’s Past: Canadian Environmental History Podcast. His current research looks at the interrelationship
among humans, non-human animals, and urbanization in Canada. His research aims to understand how
historical changes in urban human-animal relations transformed cities and changed human ideas about their
relationship with non-human nature.
SUSAN NANCE is Associate Professor in the Department of History and affiliated faculty with the Campbell
Centre for the Study of Animal Welfare at the University of Guelph. She is a historian of entertainment,
communication, and live performance, with special attention to historical animal life. Susan is currently
working on a book-length study tentatively entitled, Born to Buck: Rodeo Animals and the Myths of the West.
This project takes her questions about how modernity has shaped animal and human life to the North American
West and beyond, and brings together the fields of animal, environmental, consumer, and entertainment
history.

Comparative International Education Society of Canada
CIESC INTERDISCIPLINARY, PRECONFERENCE SYMPOSIUM:
UNIVERSITY of CALGARY, MAY 27- 28, 2016.

Another tea at the Empress: Taking action:
Contesting the institutional colonial agendas
in the formal/nonformal curricula.
The CIESC Preconference offers a golden opportunity
to bridge the traditional gaps between town and gown.
By collaborating with key players in several communities,
the CIESC Interdisciplinary, 1.5-day Preconference hosts:
• A curated Arts Exhibition and Social Justice Multiple Paper Panel (May 27), Us-Them-Us under
the jurisdiction of Jennifer Eiserman, Arts Dept. Exhibition continues until June 3rd.
• A morning Cultural Event and Multiple Paper Panel concentrating on First Nations initiatives,
dilemmas and triumphs.
• An Afternoon Multiple Paper Panel concentrating on Immigration Integration initiatives.
• A series of small group, facilitated dialogues and dramatizations.
• The day concludes with a two-part celebratory, closing experience:
Endings and New beginnings.

All events are Open to the Public. Preregistration Required.
For further information contact: Cecille DePass, CIESC depassc@ezpost.com; Jennifer Eiserman, UofC, Department of Art jreiserm@ucalgary.ca, Jim Ellis, Director, Calgary Institute for the Humanities, jellis@ucalgary.ca

Preregister by May 14, 2016 at arts.ucalgary.ca/cih/congress2016

CIESC 2016 Preconference “Another tea at the Empress” Taking action: Contesting
the institutional colonial agendas in the formal/nonformal curricula.
May 27
16:00-19:00

Curated arts
exhibition and
interactive panel:
Us-Them-Us:
Artists and Social
justice.
Location: Room AB
672. Art Dept., 6th
floor, Arts Building.

Moderator: Jennifer
Eiserman, University

of Calgary, Arts Dept.

Exhibiting Artists:
Dick Avers,
Kim Huynh,
Jean René Leblanc,
Steven Nunoda,
Kevin Mellis,
Marzieh
Mosavaradeh,
Rachel Thomas,
(U of C).
Panelists:
Dick Avers,
Kim Huynh,
Jean René Leblanc,

May 28

Location: Room AB 672. Art Department, Arts Building, unless specified.
Morning sessions:
08: 30 AB 672. Welcoming ceremony. ‘My Heart Soars, Chief Dan George’.
Leader, Cree Elder, Doreen Spence, Rep. UN Aboriginal Commission and Tsuu Tina representatives.

09: 15- 10: 45 AB 672. Major interactive panel: First Nations initiatives, dilemmas and triumphs.
Moderators: Cecille DePass (U
of C), Doreen Spence (Calgary), Celia Haig Brown (York U). Presenters include: Cora Weber-Pilwax, U of A, selected alumnae. Hugh
Akagi, Chief, Passamaquoddy, New Brunswick. Representatives from Tsuu Tina. Tiffany Prete, U of A. Sandra Manyfeathers, Educator,
Blood Community. Representatives from First Nations communities .

11:00- 11:45 Location: AB 617, 641, 651, 658.
Small groups, facilitated discussions: ‘Where to from here’? Dialogues, Conversations. Responses.With Monique Fry,
Sandra Manyfeathers, Hugh Akagi, Tiffany Prete
11:45 AM – 1:00 PM BREAK
Afternoon Concurrent Sessions and Dialogues
13:00 -14:45pm AB 672 Major interactive panel:
Immigration and Minority integration initiatives, dilemmas
and triumphs.
Moderators: Enid Lee, Santa Cruz, California. Sana Fakih,
Vancouver, Didi Khayatt, York U.
Presenters: Enid Lee, Santa Cruz. Sunetha Matthews, Winnipeg.
Gail Jardine, U of C, selected alumnae. Maria Wallis, York. Geetha
Ramesh, Calgary, Chair- Alberta Network of Immigrant Women.
Hilary Robertson Hickling, UWI, Jamaica.

13:00-14:45
AB 658.
Participatory session with reflections: Healing our bodies
using traditional energies. Moderator: Yan Guo Leader:
Rosemarie Bartschak, Calgary.
13: 00-14:45 AB 641, 651, 617.
Small groups, facilitated, dialogues, discussions,
dramatizations. ’Contemporary encounters and
experiences’.
AB: 651. ‘Hope and Dreams: stories from refugee youth’.
With Pamela Dos Ramos, Brenda Johnstone, Augustino
Lucano.
AB 641. ‘Exploring identities via art’. With Tania
Guerrero.
AB 617. ‘Encounters via dialogue’. TBA

Steven Nunoda,
(U of C).

15:00-15: 45 Closing Experiences. Part 1. One World Uniting.
Moderator/Leader: Doreen Spence. Plenary with Open Mike.
Moderators: Ali Abdi, UBC. Enid Lee, Santa Cruz. Magda Lewis, Queens (to be confirmed).
16:00- 18:00 Closing Experiences Part 2. ‘Life is just for living, Ernie Smith’.
Moderators/Leaders: Enid Lee, Santa Cruz. Ali Abdi, UBC. Patty Hamid, Okotoks.
Features: Honour Songs. Leader: Elder Spence with Tsuu Tina representatives: Streamed and/or live Music, Poetry and
Prose readings by/from: Doreen Spence. Cyril Dabydeen. Tania Guerrero. Pamela Mordecai.
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CHA COMMUNITY EVENT

Co-sponsored by
The Canadian Historical Association,
Dr Petra Dolata (Canada Research Chair in the History of Energy),
and the Calgary Institute for the Humanities

Is Oil a Dirty Word?

STORIES FROM THE HUMANITIES

http://arts.ucalgary.ca/cih/

Sunday, May 29, 2016
6:30–8 pm (doors open at 6 pm),

Theatre Junction Grand, Studio
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Moderator
Roundtable Participants
:

CHRIS TURNER,

award-winning Canadian journalist and author

:

ELLEN CLOSE,

actor, playwright and producer based in Calgary.
As a member of the Downstage Creation Ensemble, she has co-created and
performed in Good Fences, a play about landowners and the oil industry.

Echoing the theme

PETRA DOLATA, Canada Research Chair in the History of Energy
of the 2016 CHA annual conference,

“Stories,” this community event takes a quote from
Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall as a starting point to
discuss the many meanings of oil for people living in Calgary
and Alberta. In July 2015 Wall insisted “oil is not a dirty
word” nor a “four letter word.” Rather than agreeing with or
contesting these contentions, scholars and practitioners
from the humanities will share oil stories — including those
that run counter or are not heard — highlighting the many
meanings of oil and take apart accepted understandings in

and Associate Professor at the University of Calgary. Entitled “The Many
Stories of Energy,” her research agenda examines the impact of energy on
economic, political and social life in 20th-century Europe and North America.

TERRANCE HOULE, born in Calgary, Alberta, Canada and raised on
the Great Plains of North America, is an internationally recognized
interdisciplinary media artist and a proud member of the Kainai Nation.
He utilizes at his discretion performance, photography, video/film, music
and painting.

SEAN KHERAJ, Associate Professor of Canadian and environmental
history in the Department of History at York University in Toronto. He is
currently working on a history of oil pipeline spills in Canada. He is also a
co-editor of niche-canada.org where he hosts and produces Nature’s Past:
Canadian Environmental History podcast.

order to engage the public in a more reflective and critical
discussion of oil in today’s society, especially in Calgary.

Followed by a reception in
Theatre Junction Grand, Mezzanine,
featuring an exhibition by

Terrance Houle

MELANIE KLOETZEL, Associate Professor at the School of
Creative and Performing Arts, University of Calgary and artistic director of
the dance theatre company, kloetzel&co., which she founded in New York in
1997. Her recent works Room and Rooms address human adaptation in the
face of climate change.
DOMINIQUE PERRON, retired Associate Professor at University of
Calgary, author of the award-winning book L'Alberta Autophage: Identités,
mythes et discours du pétrole dans l'Ouest canadien, which was shortlisted
for the Governor General's Award for Non-fiction in French in 2013.
IMRE SZEMAN, Canada Research Chair in Cultural Studies and
Professor of English, Film Studies and Sociology at the University of
Alberta. A recipient of the John Polanyi Prize in Literature and the
Petro-Canada Young Innovator Award, he is currently working on a book
on the cultural politics of oil as well as an edited collection on energy,
history and politics.

Three-Year Strategic Research Plan (DRAFT)
Calgary Institute for the Humanities

Recent theoretical accounts of the city, by scholars such as the humanist
geographer Doreen Massey, have challenged the idea of the city as a stable or
singular place. These theorists argue instead for approaches to the city that
variously see it as a system, as an assemblage, as a temporary formation, as a node
in a network of circulation or as the site of multiple, overlapping places. Building on
the insights of scholars from a variety of fields, the CIH intends to explore the
usefulness of these various approaches to understanding what cities and how they
work, with particular reference to the city of Calgary. Through a linked series of
projects, the CIH will bring together scholars, artists, and community members to
expand our understanding of the nature of the city itself.
These three linked projects draw on the CIH’s expertise with engaging and
supporting interdisciplinary research methods, community-based research and
knowledge engagement, and creative practice as research. The projects build on the
CIH’s long history of addressing questions of vital interest to the city of Calgary,
including our conference in 2005, “What is a City?,” our community seminars that
have explored topics related to past, present and future of the city, and our
involvement with the Calgary community-based Urban Alliance.

The overall direction of this research plan draws on the expertise of the CIH’s
executive council, made up of scholars from a range of humanities perspectives, and
the input of Advisory Committee, which draws together. Each individual project will
draw on the expertise of scholars to form strategic research networks.

The first project is our 2016 Annual Community Seminar, which has the theme
“Calgary: City of Animals.” Through the community seminars, the CIH has pioneered
methods of engaged public scholarship and knowledge engagement at the
University of Calgary. Each year we bring together three scholars from different
disciplines to offer perspectives on a topic of pressing interest to the Calgary
community. The seminar this year aims to expand our understanding of the city by
considering it not as entirely human construction, but rather as an evolving
ecosystem that has been partly shaped by our interactions with the animals who
have been a part of the city’s history from the beginnings. This is a day-long
seminar in which members of the community participate in developing insights
about the nature of the city.
The outcomes of the seminar will be disseminated in two key ways. The first is an
online digital research portfolio that will bring together key statements from animal
studies and will fully document the day’s conversations. The aim of this outcome is
to provide a useful resource for further development and exploration of the day’s
themes. The second outcome will be a print volume that publishes essays from the
day’s presenters, as well as responses from the community.

The second project in this series will be to host a conference of the Western
Humanities Alliance in October 2017. The theme of the conference will be “Spectral
Cities.” This conference will draw together a variety of scholars and artists to
explore how cities are haunted by their own history, by visions of ideal cities, by
past schemes for improvement, and by representations that no longer correspond to
its present reality. This conference will encourage scholars to reflect on how the
present experience of the city is shaped or directed by these other visions of the city.
The conference will result most immediately in a special issue of the peer-reviewed
journal, Western Humanities Review. Equally importantly, the conference will offer
the opportunity to bring to the University of Calgary key voices in humanities’
approach to cities, to enable the formation of larger research networks.
The third linked project is the Calgary Atlas Project. This project has a multidiscipinary organizing committee that draws on scholars in history, environmental
design, cartography, media studies and literary studies. This project will direct
some of the insights generated by the earlier projects to explore the specifics of the
city of Calgary more directly. Its aim is to produce a new atlas of Calgary that maps
alternative histories of the city. The project will commission from writers both
inside and outside the university eighteen to twenty essays that explore such things
as the history of settlement in the city, immigrant movements, LGBT activism, First
Nations involvement in the Stampede, the history of Stampede wrestling, and the
routes of oil, water, food, and animals through the city’s geography. Each essay will
be accompanied by a map created by an artist or illustrate that translates or
interprets the documented history in cartographic form.
While the principle outcome of the Calgary Atlas project will be a printed book,
there will be a series of community-based events that offer progress reports,
launching individual histories, limited edition prints of individual maps, or holding
guided history walks. These will function both to generate interest in the project,
but also as a means of further engaging the knowledge in the community regarding
the city’s past and present. The project will be a major contribution to the city’s
understanding of itself, and to more theoretical questions regarding the nature of
cities. By exploring the multiplicity of communities and entities that have shaped
Calgary, and documenting the traces they have left on the city’s landscape, the
project will promote the kind of understanding necessary to engage more fully with
the challenges and opportunities facing Calgary.

May 16, 2016
Visual Research Working Group:
End of Year Report to the Calgary Institute for the Humanities
The Visual Research Working Group was initiated in September 2015 by co-conveners Liza
McCoy (Associate Professor, Sociology) and Dona Schwartz (Associate Professor, Art). As
outlined in our proposal for the Working Group, the goal was to build a network of visual
researchers at the University of Calgary, to advance our individual practices in visual research,
and to lay the groundwork for potential future collaborations. We proposed to do this through
presentations of group members’ work, discussion of jointly identified issues, guest speakers,
and participation in an exhibition of visual research planned for Congress 2016. All of these
objectives were met, and the Visual Research Working Group has been a success.
We advertised through a broadly-circulated email announcement. Interest from visual
researchers around the University was strong. In total, 20 people – including faculty,
postdoctoral fellows and graduate students – took part in the meetings of the working group,
with an average of 9-12 people present at any one meeting. Participants came from 11
departments and University units: Art, Architecture, Communication, Media and Film,
Computational Media Design, Computer Science, Environmental Design, Nickel Gallery, Nursing,
Philosophy, Social Work, Sociology.
We began by exploring the ways we use images and visual materials in our knowledge
production activities. Over the course of three meetings, five members of the working group
made presentations about their strikingly different forms of visual research, giving rise to
stimulating cross-disciplinary discussion.
$

Emily Truman, a postdoctoral fellow in food communication in the department of
Communication, Media and Film, discussed her doctoral research about cultural icons,
their representations (in print, advertisements, as consumer culture objects, etc.), and
the circulation of those images in North American popular culture. In particular, she
focussed on the visual methodology used in her project to identify, map, and analyse
the circulation of iconic images.

$

Christine Walsh, professor of Social Work, spoke about a SSHRC-funded research project
for which she and her colleagues interviewed immigrant women in Calgary and
Montreal about their experience of housing insecurity. The researchers worked with a
textile artist who created art pieces that visually/materially respond to and depict the
women’s stories.

$

Ana Karinna Hidalgo, a PhD candidate in Environmental Design, presented her ongoing
research on urban design principles for mentally healthy winter streets, based upon
concepts of environmental psychology and biophilic design. Her research involves the

use of modified photographs of urban streets to test participants’ response to biophilic
elements such as greenery and light.
$

Dona Schwartz, associate professor of Art, discussed the trajectory of her work as a
photographic ethnographer. Using as examples three of her books, Waucoma Twilight:
Generations of the Farm (Smithsonian, 1992), In the Kitchen (Kehrer, 2009) and On the
Nest (Kehrer, 2015), she compared “arts-based research” with “practice-led research”,
and examined the distinctive roles played by images within each research paradigm. In
addition, she discussed the potential for visual research not only to cross disciplines, but
also to address multiple, diverse audiences within and beyond the academy.

$

Liza McCoy, associate professor of Sociology, spoke about her practice of making
photographs in the context of two projects exploring issues of aging and embodiment:
an ethnographic study of a square dance club and a more personal, intimate series of
images of her aged mother. She discussed the representational and ethical issues that
arose in this work.

In March, we brought in a guest speaker, Lori Waselchuk, from the Philly Block Project, an
ambitious, community-based project to build a visual narrative of a Philadelphia low-income
neighbourhood’s past and present through photographs. See the attached flyer from her talk,
which was open to the University and to the general public.
Three members of the Working Group are involved in an exhibition of visual research that will
take place May 30-June 3, 2016 at the University of Calgary as part of the 2016 Congress of the
Humanities and Social Sciences. Liza McCoy and Dona Schwartz are co-curators of the
exhibition. Suzanne Goopy, a member of the Working Group, is exhibiting her recent visual
research in the exhibition, as is Dona Schwartz. See the attached poster for the exhibition.
We would like to express our gratitude to the Calgary Institute for the Humanities for
supporting this initiative, along with an enthusiastic thank you to CIH Coordinator Caroline
Loewen for her administrative and logistical assistance throughout the year.
Respectfully submitted,
Liza McCoy
Sociology
Dona Schwartz
Art

Presented by the Visual Research Working Group and
the Calgary Institute for Humanities

LORI WASELCHUK
Philly Block Project: A New Model For Community Participation in the Arts
Friday, March 18, 3pm
Art Building, Room 672
Reception follows

The Philly Block Project, launched by the Philadelphia Photo Arts Center in October
2015, is an 18 month-long, socially-engaged collaboration that provides a visual
narrative of the South Kensington neighborhood’s past and present through
photographs. It simultaneously creates shared spaces for fostering interconnectivity,
celebrating the history, and preserving the heritage of the community.
Lori Waselchuk, the Project Coordinator, will discuss the Philly Block Project, now at its
mid-way point. According to Waselchuk, “because so much depends on community
participation, the project evolves with every step.” Waselchuk’s talk will present the
project’s inception, its goals, outcomes, challenges and successes.

PICTURE THIS

approaches to visual research
“Picture This” presents work produced by
visual researchers from Canada, the U.S.,
Singapore, Portugal and Lithuania, who are
mapping new territory as they explore
visual approaches to knowledge production
and dissemination. Photographs and videos
included in the exhibition examine life in
affordable housing developments, everyday
lives of urban transit riders; pensioners’
community vegetable gardens; transitional
moments in the lives of parents; sacred
spaces and faith communities; experiences
of street-involved youth; and lives and
landscapes in the contemporary Canadian
West.

Eugenijus Barzdžius•Terence Heng, Fazli Jamil, Ooi Yee Mun, Christopher Wong•Suzanne
Goopy, Eve Paraschuck•João Leal•Dona Schwartz•David Schalliol•Building Northern Capacity
through Entrepreneurship•Valerie Stam, Jacqueline Kennelly, Lynette Schick•Kyler Zeleny

May 30−June 3, 2016

Photo: Eugenijus Barzdžius

Opening reception and discussion 2-4 pm, May 31, 2016
The Little Gallery
Art Building, 6th floor
University of Calgary

Gallery hours M-F 8:30-4:30
Exhibition sponsors
Canadian Sociological Association | Department of Art, University of Calgary | Department of Sociology, University of Calgary
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Research Group (Report, Academic Year, 2015-2016):
The Forced-Migration of German-Speaking Neuroscientists and Biomedical Researchers, 1933-1989
(CIH Interdisciplinary Working Group)
Rapporteurs:

Dr. Frank Stahnisch (Community Health Sciences) and
Dr. Paul Stortz (History)

Date:

May 23, 2016

Activities Report:
This is a report on the very active CIH Interdisciplinary Working Group, entitled “The ForcedMigration of German-Speaking Neuroscientists and Biomedical Researchers, 1933-1989,” which
was thankfully supported in its events and activities by a $3,000 grant through the CIH Executive
Committee and the Faculty of Arts. This support is here graciously acknowledged. Our research
group comprised 12 members and met regularly in a monthly rhythm during term time (with the
exception of the month of December, because of the term break). Meetings in the CIH
boardroom were supported through sandwiches, coffee, and photocopies of the texts that were
read. One group member acted as the presenter and moderator of the individual sessions, by
commenting on a text that was close to his/her research field.
In addition, members of the group were involved in providing text materials for the CIH
homepage (section on the interdisciplinary working groups), they contributed to three grant
applications (URGC, VPR office’s SSHRC enhancement grant, and a SSHRC PDG grant
application). Furthermore, 6 members of the group have become actively involved in an
interdisciplinary research panel at the forthcoming Congress for the Humanities and Social
Sciences at the University of Calgary (a joint event between the Canadian Society for the History
of Medicine and the Canadian Historical Association).
The invited lecture by Dr. Heberer-Rice (US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.)
on April 20, 2016 was well attended with 35 colleagues and graduate students in attendance,
which was flanked by meetings with the speaker with trainees, the hosts of the CIH working
group, as well as the PostDocs in the CIH itself. Several colleagues reflected on how important
the topic of the talk had been, expressed the wish (by email feedback) that the presenter may
return to the UofC in the future, and that it was irritating to see that the UofC no longer had a
specialized course on the topic of the Holocaust on the books. An invitation to related events
has now been organized to go out to the local Jewish community in Calgary.
Scholarly contributions:
Dr. Stahnisch has co-edited (with Dr. Guel Russell at Texas A&M University) a special issue of the
international Journal of the History of the Neurosciences on émigré neuroscientists, which will
appear as volume 2/2016 in September (manuscript is in print – incl. a contribution by Dr.
Aleksandra Loewenau). Dr. Stortz has kindly agreed to dedicating the 2015 issue (post-dated) of
the journal History of Intellectual Culture to the theme of émigré psychiatrists and cognitive
scientists, for which Dr. Stahnisch will be the guest editor (contributions from both, as well as
grad students Erna Kurbegovic, Paula Larsson, and PostDocs Dr. Loewenau and Dr. Matthew
Oram – as well as participants in the CSHM/CHA panel).
Conveners: • Dr. Paul Stortz, History (pjstortz@ucalgary.ca )
• Dr. Frank W. Stahnisch, Community Health Sciences (fwstahni@ucalgary.ca )
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Members: • Vincent Hoeckendorf, DAAD Student, (hoeckendof@gmail.com ) (by Skype)
• Erna Kurbegovic, History, PhD student (ekurbego@ucalgary.ca)
• Paula Larsson, PhD student, Medical Anthropology at the Institute of Social and
Cultural Anthropology, Oxford University (plarsson@ucalgary.ca) (by Skype)
• Dr. Aleksandra Loewenau, CIH PostDoc
• Annie Murray, TFDL Librarian (amurray@ucalgary.ca)
(aleksandra.loewenau@ucalgary.ca)
• Dr. Matthew Oram, CHS PostDoc
(mora5767@uni.sydney.edu.au
• Dr. E. Lisa Panayotidis, Werklund School of Education (elpanayo@ucalgary.ca)
• Brenan Smith, PhD student, History (bsmith@ucalgary.ca)
• Chris Hyland, History, PhD student (cjhyland@ucalgary.ca)
• Dr. John Brosz, TFDL, Visualization Studio (jdlbrosz@ucalgary.ca)
Regular Events: (0) Two planning sessions by Drs. Stortz and Stahnisch in the History Dept.
(1) Oct-28, 2015 (CIH Board Room, 9:30 to 11 am) - Assigned Reader: Aleksandra Loewenau
Deichmann, U. (1995): Biologists under Hitler (Germ. 1992), Cambridge, Ma., Harvard UP; esp.
pp. 10-24 and notes.
(2) Nov-25, 2015 (CIH Board Room, 9:30 to 11 am) - Assigned Reader: Frank W. Stahnisch
Heberer-Rice, P. and Matthaeus J. (2008). Atrocities on Trial: The Politics of Prosecuting War
Crimes in Historical Perspective, Nebraska, University of Nebraska Press. (esp. 25-40 and notes)
(3) Jan.-27, 2016 (CIH Board Room, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm) - Assigned Reader: Chris Hyland
Thesis Chapter regarding the involvement of English-Canadian Professors in the United Nations
(and precursor institutions) with their working relationships to émigré humanists and political
scientists
(4) Feb.-24, 2016 (CIH Board Room, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm) - Assigned Reader: Erna Kurbegovic
Kater, Michael. “Hitler’s Early Doctors. Nazi Physicians in Pre–Depression Germany.” Journal
of Modern History 95, no. 1 (1987): 25–52.
(5) March-30, 2016 (CIH Board Room, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm) - Assigned Reader: Paula Larsson

Weindling, P., Marks, S. and Wintour, L. (eds., 2011): The Plight, Persecution, and Placement of
Academic Refugees, 1933-1980s, Oxford, Oxford University Press (esp. chpt. 1 with notes).
(6) April-20, 2016 (CIH Plenary Lecture Hall, Bio587, 5th Floor, afternoon) (incl. small-group
meeting on the day before and after)
Presenter: Dr. Heberer-Rice (US Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, USA) - Invited Talk
“Giving a Face to Faceless Victims: Profiles of Disabled Victims of the Nazi ‘Euthanasia’ Program.”

