
FACULTY OF ARTS 
ARTS AND SCIENCE HONOURS ACADEMY 
ASHA 503 - CAPSTONE SEMINAR 
WINTER 2015 

 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. David A. Bergen 
Time and Location: Tuesday, 3:30 – 6:20 pm, in SH 288 
Office: SS 540 
Email: dabergen@ucalgary.ca 
Office Hours: By appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Calendar Description: 
Students will reflect on their intellectual journey from both disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives. 
Each student will prepare two separate presentations: one on a topic related to their experience abroad, 
the other related to their honours thesis or disciplinary specialty. 
 
Course in Detail:  
Words, words, and more words (about words)—these constitute the agglutinative that binds the human 
universes of manufactured knowledge. Yet rare is the opportunity for students to step back and, using 
their educated (ad)vantage and (ad)ventures, attend analytically to the complex discursive thrum of the 
institutional enterprise that has so engaged their undergraduate attention. Doing so raises questions: 
What is the purpose of the university within broader western (perhaps ultimately, global) society? How 
and why does the university construct knowledge systems and how are these knowledge systems related 
to each other? What purpose does academic knowledge serve for humanity? To gain some 
understanding(s) of these broadest of questions, we will utilize the theory of discourse analysis to locate 
the (frequently contested) centres and boundaries of two broad academic fields, as represented by the 
Arts and Sciences Honours Academy program. Concomitant with such an analysis are spaces between, as 
hinted in the conjunctive "and" within the ASHA title. Negotiating in and between, we will attune to all 
manner of discursive event: appropriation, application, cross-fertilization, consilience, comparison, 
hybridization, sublimation, vacillation, invasion, transgression, domestication, and embedding. Drawing 
on class discussions, consultations with the instructor, and interactions with class members, students will 
carry out self-directed inquiry to situate and advertise their own research interests and experiences 
abroad within wider frameworks and purposes. Of course, such a task will require words, words and more 
words, beneath whose surface beckons oft-ignored existential concerns, inviting ASHA students to 
respond reflexively to the question of "why ([the] bother)"? 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Students will … 

• hone their research and writing skills, working within their selected field of study; 
• communicate developing knowledge to diverse audiences; 
• contextualize their research questions and directives within wider circles of understanding and 

purpose; 
• probe issues of existential importance, both personally and for the human species. 

TEXTBOOKS AND ASSIGNED READINGS 
The following books will be utilized in this course. Though not required, the instructor of this course 
recommends their obtainment (if financially possible). (Titles in bold font will be placed on the library's 
reserve shelf.) 

Bataille, George (2001) The Unfinished System of Nonknowledge (University of Minnesota Press). 
Berger, Peter (1973) The Social Reality of Religion (Penguin) 
Fish, Stanley (2008) Save the World on your Own Time (Oxford University Press) 
Becker, Ernest (1973) The Denial of Death (Simon and Schuster) 
Mills, Sara (2004) Discourse (Routledge) 
Potter, Jonathon (1996) Representing Reality: Discourse, Rhetoric and Social Construction (Sage). 
Slingerland and Collard, eds (2012) Creating Consilience: Integrating the Sciences and the 

Humanities (Oxford University Press). 
 

Links to additional articles will be posted in D2L. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION 
Weights of assignments and details are given below. Your primary work will involve a research and 
writing project focused on a topic of your choice, starting from your disciplinary home-base and 
venturing afield into other discursive realms.  
 

Essay Submission, Self-Directed Inquiry – due 3:30pm on February 24 20% 
Fieldwork/Data Collection and Reports - presented on March 3 10% 
Class Presentation of Self-Directed Inquiry - April 7  20% 
Final Project, Contextualized Self-Directed Inquiry – due 4:30pm on April  15 50% 
 100% 

 
 
Essay Submission - The essay (8-10 pages) will address a focused research question pertinent to your 

area of specialization and your ASHA experience abroad. Of critical importance is a clear 
explanation of how your selected question and experience fit within your host discursive field. 

Fieldwork and Reports - You will attend three university lectures or talks of your choice, one of which 
must be within your own disciplinary field and the other two outside (and preferably far removed 
from) familiar turf. In doing so, you will attend closely to the words employed in these talks and 
report your discursive findings to the class on March 3.  
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Class Presentation - On April 7, you will use A/V media to present to the class the addenda portions of 
your final project (see next item).  

Final Project - Your final project will consist of an essay (10-15 pages, worth 30%) that builds on the 
foundation of your first essay by situating your research question and experience within 
alternative/wider academic and social contexts. Attached to this second essay will be two 
addenda (worth 10% each), each of which will present your project to two different audiences 
(two different types of discursive fields), one for a "lay audience" and the other an "expert 
audience. For the "lay audience," you may format your project as an in-depth journalistic piece, a 
public consultation piece, a position paper or speech, or a community talk. For the "expert 
audience," you may use symposium proposal, business plan/pitch, policy brief, critical response, 
or grant application. Your final project (essay plus addenda) must be submitted on April 15, 4:30 
pm. 

 
Late submissions will be penalized 5% / day (or part thereof). All assignments should follow the form 
and style requirements of academic work in your discipline, including formatting, proper handling of 
references, headings, title pages, etc.  
 
It is the student’s responsibility to keep a copy of each submitted assignment. 
 
Note: Please hand in your essays directly to your instructor. If it is not possible to do so, a daytime drop 
box is available in SS 102. A night drop box is also available for after-hours submission. Assignments will 
be removed from this drop box at 8:30 each morning and stamped with the date that the assignment is 
removed from the drop box, and then placed in the instructor’s mailbox. 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READINGS 
A schedule of assigned readings will be posted in D2L by the start of the term. 

REGISTRAR-SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM 
 
There will not be a Registrar-Scheduled final exam in this course.  

GRADING SCALE 
 

A+ 96 – 100%  C+ 65 – 69.99% 
A+ 90 – 95.99%  C+ 60 – 64.99% 
A - 85 – 89.99%  C - 54 – 59.99% 
B+ 80 – 84.99%  D+ 53 – 54.99% 
B+ 75 – 79.99%  D+ 50 – 52.99% 
B - 70 – 74.99%  F+ 0 – 49.99% 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
For example: Assignments submitted after the deadline will be penalized with the loss of a letter grade 
(e.g.: A- to B+) for each day that they are late. 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY 
ACT 

 
This course is conducted in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(FOIP).  As one consequence, students should identify themselves on all written work by using their ID 
number.  You will also be required to provide a piece of picture identification in order to pick up an 
assignment or look at a final exam. 
 
For more information see also http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy. 

ETHICS 
 
Outline any requirements for ethics applications if there will be work with human subjects. 

PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 
Using any source whatsoever without clearly documenting it is a serious academic offense. 
Consequences include failure on the assignment, failure in the course and possibly suspension or 
expulsion from the university. 
 
You must document not only direct quotations but also paraphrases and ideas where they appear in 
your text. A reference list at the end is insufficient by itself. Readers must be able to tell exactly where 
your words and ideas end and other people’s words and ideas begin. This includes assignments 
submitted in non-traditional formats such as Web pages or visual media, and material taken from such 
sources. 
 
Please consult your instructor if you have any questions regarding how to document sources.  
 
For more information on academic misconduct and the consequences thereof, please see the current 
University of Calgary Calendar online at http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html. 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION POLICY 
 
If you are a student with a disability who may require academic accommodation, it is your responsibility 
to register with Student Accessibility Services (403-220-8237). You must discuss your needs with your 
instructor no later than fourteen (14) calendar days after the start of the course. 
 
For more information, please see http://www.ucalgary.ca/access/. 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION AND ASSEMBLY POINTS 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/access/
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Please note the evacuation points for this particular classroom. All classrooms on campus exit to specific 
places in case of emergency. The emergency assembly points differ depending upon where your 
classroom is located. 
 
For information on the emergency evacuation procedures and the assembly points see 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints. 
 

“SAFEWALK” PROGRAM 
 
Campus Security will escort individuals day or night - call 403-220-5333 for assistance. Use any campus 
phone, emergency phone or the yellow phone located at most parking lot booths.  
 

STUDENT REPRESENTATION 
 
There are four Arts Representatives in the Student’s Union. Their addresses are as follows: 
 

arts1@su.ucalgary.ca 
arts2@su.ucalgary.ca 
arts3@su.ucalgary.ca 
arts4@su.ucalgary.ca 

 
Please contact them if you have any questions related to Student Union matters, events, or concerns. 
The Student’s Union can be found online at https://www.su.ucalgary.ca/. 

For your student Ombudsperson, please see contact ombuds@ucalgary.ca or call 403-220-6420. 

FACULTY OF ARTS ADVISING AND RESOURCES 
 

• Have a question, but not sure where to start? The Arts Students’ Centre (ASC) is your 
information resource for everything in Arts! Drop in at SS 102, call them at (403) 220-3580 or 
email them at ascarts@ucalgary.ca.  

• For program planning and advice, contact the Arts Students’ Centre at (403) 220-3580, email 
them at artsads@ucalgary.ca, or visit them in SS102. 

• For registration (add/drop/swap), paying fees and assistance with your Student Centre, contact 
Enrolment Services at (403) 210-ROCK [7625] or visit them at the MacKimmie Library Block (MLB 
117). 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints
mailto:arts1@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:arts2@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:arts3@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:arts4@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:ombuds@ucalgary.ca
mailto:ascarts@ucalgary.ca
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