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Visit  Blackfoot Crossing Historical 
Park online:  
www.blackfootcrossing.ca 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the past 
for yourself, come 
excavate at the 
Cluny 
Fortified 
Village 
site and  
dig into 
history! 

Spring 2020 Cluny Fortified Village 

The Cluny Fortified Village Site (EePf-1) is an 
archaeological site located in the valley of the 
Bow River on Siksika First Nation. Blackfoot 
knowledge of the site dates back to its settlement 
around 1700 CE, with visits from Euro-
Canadians beginning in 1875 CE. The site is 
unique to the Canadian Plains, with the 
appearance of fortifications people constructed 
of pits and trenches for defense  surrounding the 
village.  The inhabitants resided here peacefully 
and activities such as food procurement and 
preparation, as well as the production of beads, 
pottery, and clothing took place at the site. The 
evidence of these activities remain at the 
archaeological site in the form of artifacts. 
Archaeological excavations provide an 
opportunity to examine first-hand the ways 
people of the past lived and thrived. 
 
This program provides a unique opportunity for 
students  to discover Indigenous history in 
Southern Alberta for themselves and to work 
alongside archaeologists, University of Calgary  
students, and local community members to 
uncover cultural history that will lead to a better 
understanding and a greater appreciation of the 
complex history of the land. 
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