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Fall 2020 Winter 2021 Curriculum Outline   
 Blended Synchronous/Asynchronous Fall Term 
 Face to Face Winter Term 

This course will be a survey of choral specific repertoire and composers delving into the 
exploration of artistic research, preparation, and direction of an artistic ensemble and 
organization. Course modules will lead to the creation of a proposed choral performance 
description with appropriate artistic and public impact statements. Students will work to develop 
and prepare materials often required for performing arts grant applications. Work necessary for 
any individual pursing a performing arts career as an artist or an arts administrator.  

In addition to the above choral music survey, students will be presented with a set of repertoire 
they will be expected to prepare on their own with additional resources provided online. In the 
winter term (assuming ensemble classes are able to resume in person) regular rehearsals or 
sectional rehearsals will focus on preparing this repertoire in anticipation of possibly two 
performances in the winter term, one in March and the final performance in April. 

Repertoire which will be prepared is: 
  Invictus - Josh Reist 
  Here - Josh Reist 
  Zadok the Priest - Handel 
  Take Me Back - arr’d Ben Kim 
  Requiem in C - Cheribini 

Learning Outcomes 

By the completion of this course, successful students will:  

Choral Survey (Fall Term Course Outcomes) 
1. Research and explore various vocal and choral music styles and repertoire. 
2. Engage choral music repertoire from the “podium” demonstrating an understanding of score 

preparation, interpretation, and challenges, including the creation of a rehearsal plan, and 
approaches to vocal and expressive development of an ensemble. 

3. Create a performance concept complete with a list of repertoire, communicating key artistic 
features of the performance and potential impact. 

Ensemble (Winter Term Course Outcomes) 
1. Engage and explore various vocal and choral music styles through a diverse mix of 
repertoire. 
2. Demonstrate enhanced listening skills within a small group setting, adjusting and adapting 
one’s individual sound to ensure appropriate ensemble balance and blend. 
3. Appreciate the nuance and interpretation in any given piece of music related (but not limited 
to) tempo, rhythm, phrasing, dynamics, release, intonation, and emotion  
4. Recognize the importance of text in choral music, exploring how to enhance communication 
through careful vowel formation, consonants, proper diction, and emphasis. 
5. Demonstrate skill in body alignment, vocal musicianship, technique, and vocal artistry. 



Modules for Fall Term: 

Module - Choral Repertoire Survey and Research 
  -R. Murray Schafer and Canadian Choral Music 
  -Tan Dun’s Water Passion 
  -Vocal Sound Art (Tanya Tagaq) 

Module - Choral Music Analysis 
  -Score marking for singers 
  -Text analysis 
  -Interpretation  
  -Gesture in choral conducting 

Module - Innovative Approaches to Performing Arts Programming and Administration 
  -Opera Atelier 
  -Carmina Slovenica 
  -Rundfunkchor 

Assignments for Fall Term: 

Score Analysis Project 
      Analyze and prepare a choral score including appropriate score markings along with a 
brief description of key musical and text features. Discuss approach to the presentation and 
rehearsal of the piece. (Key goal - to get singers to better understand the importance of score 
markings as well as text and music interpretation and how to incorporate this into becoming a 
better singing ensemble member) 

Vocal Sound Design Project  
 Create a short (3min) “sound art” creation using primarily voice with a mind for the 
realization of the piece to be performed live by a choral ensemble in concert. Students supply a 
recording of their sound art project together with a score either in a conventional format or 
graphic realization. (Key Goal - Getting singers to engage concepts of choral music which 
breaks outside more conventional realizations and understanding of choral repertoire. 
Expanding singers appreciation of choral music that pushes the boundaries of choral 
convention)  

Performance Creation Project (Grant Application)  
 Research and create a draft proposal for a performing arts event featuring choir. Detail 
selected repertoire and communicate how the repertoire and other elements of your artistic 
vision will be realized and how these will impact the audience as well as members of the 
ensemble. Address key factors of performance development and how each core performance 
indicator is addressed. (Key Goal - to get students to engage with artistic creation and 
administration, developing knowledge of what is required when applying for grants as an 
individual artist with an added eye to the arts administrative approach to performance) 


