
Preliminary Honours Proposal 

Research Plan 

For my honours project, I plan to look at how nationalism was conveyed by Canadians through Twitter during the 
Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics. I will use the theory from Benedict Anderson’s (1983) “Imagined Communities” in 
order to inform my research. I will look for instances of imagined communities in tweets sent during the Sochi 
Olympics. The Olympics are a good time to look for occurrences of Canadians demonstrating the idea of an 
“imagined community,” as rooting for one’s nation is likely to be at the forefront of citizens’ discussions.  

The London 2012 Olympics were deemed the first time social media was used extensively during the Olympics, 
andworking on the presumption that more people used social media over time, the Sochi Olympics may prove to 
have more social media interactions amongst Canadians (Marshall et al, 2010; Tang & Cooper, 2013). It will be 
interesting to see whether or not the increased use of Twitter may result in a feeling of an “imagined community.”  

This research question involves many areas of study, such as Canadian nationalism, social media, and the 
Olympics, so a base of knowledge in these areas will likely aid me in my research. This knowledge will hopefully be 
achieved through the completion of summer reading.  

Significance 

Instances of social media, and the Internet in general, creating a sense of globalization among users has been a 
prominent area of study in academic research since the emergence of these new technologies. Research has also 
been done on mass audiences, and the creation of a sense of community through various media (Athique, 2008). 
However, the question of whether or not social media aids in creating a sense of community within a nation has 
been researched to a lesser extent. In addition to this, none of the research found thus far on these topics looked 
at Canadian audiences, or Canadian nationalism. Canadian nationalism is a complex area of research, as the 
Canadian identity is intricate, and is often defined regionally. This gap in research regarding social media and 
nationalism, as well as the general lack in research on Canadian nationalism, is why I believe this research project is 
significant.  

Theory and Methodology 

This topic will be researched using a content analysis of tweets sent out during the Sochi 2014 Olympics. These 
tweets will include ones obtained from  

 CBC’s Olympic Twitter page 

 Canadian Olympians’ Twitter pages 

 Citizens’ accounts, located through hashtags 

Due to the fact that citizens’ tweets will be analyzed, Research Ethics approval may be needed, and this will be 
obtained before collecting any private data. 

What will be looked for in these tweets will be defined more specifically in the future, but will center on 
Anderson’s (1983) idea of “imagined communities.” Anderson’s theory is based on the idea that even though 
members of a nation have never met one another, they feel connected to each other through the feeling of 
community.  



The content analysis will be combined with a literature review on the subject in order to understand how 
nationalism was conveyed over Twitter by Canadians during the Sochi Olympics. 

Reading list 

Anderson, B. (1983). Imagined communities. London: Verso. 

Athique, A. (2008). Media audiences, ethnographic practice and the notion of a cultural field. 

 European Journal of Cultural Studies, 11(1), 25-41. doi: 10.1177/1367549407084962 

Billig, M. (1995). Banal nationalism. London: Sage Publications. 

Billings, A., Brown, K., & Brown, N. (2013). 5,535 hours of impact: Effects of olympic media 

 on nationalism attitudes. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, 57(4), 579-95. 

 doi: 10.1080/08838151.2013.850591 

Billings, A., Brown, N., & Brown, K. (2013). From pride to smugness and the nationalism 

 between: Olympic media consumption effects on nationalism across the globe. Mass 

 Communication and Society, 16(6), 910-32. doi: 10.1080/15205436.2013.822519 

Ferguson, D. A., & Greer, C. F. (2011). Using Twitter for promotion and branding: A content 

 analysis of local television Twitter sites. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, 

 55, 198-214. doi: 10.1080/08838151.2011.570824 

Gellner, E. (1983). Nations and nationalism. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 

Gruzd, A., Wellman, B., & Takhteyev, Y. (2011). Imagining Twitter as an imagined community. 

 American Behavioral Scientist, 55(1294), doi: 10.1177/0002764211409378 

Marshall, D. P., Walker, B., & Russo, N. (2010). Mediating the olympics. Convergence: The 

 International Journal of Research into New Media Technologies,16(3), 263-278. doi: 

 10.1177/1354856510367619 

Small, T. A. (2011). What the hashtag?. Information, Communication & Society, 16, 872-895. 

 doi: 10.1080/1369118X.2011.554572 



Tang, T., & Cooper, R. (2013). Olympics everywhere: Predictors of multiplatform media uses 

 during the 2012 London olympics. Mass Communication and Society, 16(6), 850-68. doi: 

 10.1080/15205436.2013.804936 

Wodak, R. (2009). The discourse of politics in action: politics as usual. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

 Macmillan. 

 


